CONSERVATION CONNECTION
A Report of Minnehaha Conservation District

January 2014
Volume 34 Issue 1

Conservation Connection

ABOUT THE DISTRICT

A publication of the
Minnehaha Conservation District
2408 E Benson Road
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
Ph: 605-370-3480
Website: http://minnehahacd.org

Minnehaha Conservation District was created in 1941 to
administer resource conservation within the boundaries of
Minnehaha County in southeastern South Dakota. The
District is self governed and has the authority to enter into
working agreements with government agencies and private
citizens to carry out its purposes.
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2013
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Minnehaha Conservation District Board of
Supervisors meets on the second Monday of
every month at 3:00 pm. Meeting times are
subject to change. Visit our website for exact
dates and times: http://minnehahacd.org.

All programs and services of the US
Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, and the Minnehaha
Conservation District are offered on a
nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race,
color, national origin, religion, sex, age,
marital status, or handicap.

We’re on Facebook too!
If you are no longer interested in receiving
this newsletter, please let us know.

•

•

Nineteen acres of trees were planted for
farmsteads, feedlots, field windbreaks, and wildlife
habitats.
The survival rate for new plantings was 93%!
The fabric crew installed 7.75 miles of tree fabric on
trees and shrubs for 15 producers.
Twenty-five producers rented the grass drill to plant
725 acres of grasses.
Thirty producers rented the no-till drill, planting
1,850 acres to alfalfa, grasses, and cover crops.
We sold $29,000 in hand plants.
Fifty-seven wetland determinations were completed.
We began a new partnership with the City of Sioux
Falls for dispersal of bio-solids.
We received three Resource Conservation and
Forestry Conservation Grants. The first funded a
seasonal full-time resource technician to assist with
easement monitoring, nutrient management
planning, and the bio-solids service. The second
grant extends funding for the resource technician
through June 2015. The third grant funds a new
program for 2014 in which cost-share will be paid to
producers for converting sensitive land, currently
not eligible for other farm programs, into wildlife
habitat. More information about this program is
included in this newsletter.
Outreach and legislative efforts included our
website, KDLT TV interview and video, National Ag
Day, a booth at the State Fair, a public meeting for
the National Water Quality Initiative, Lawn and
Garden Expo, and our annual tree flyer.
Educational activities included the 20th Annual Sioux
Empire Water Festival, land judging contest for FFA
students, Earth Team volunteer, and Dewey C.
Gevik Outdoor Conservation Learning Area.
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DEWEY C GEVIK OUTDOOR CONSERVATION LEARNING AREA
The Gevik Learning Area makes possible an interpretive educational experience that is open to the
public, featuring several conservation practices such as the restoration of a wetland, grassed waterway
with a rock weir structure, rock crossings, shelterbelts, nativ
native grass plantings, and hiking trails. Located
just one-half
half mile west of Wall Lake, tthe
he Learning Area showcases natural resources at their finest
while also filtering the water flowing into Wall Lake. Three walking trails offer access to all the diverse
environments, and ninety-four
four species of birds have been documented by bird watching clubs.
Observation decks have been constructed so people can relax as they enjoy watching wildlife in their
natural habitat.
The Minnehaha Conservation District has been h
honored
onored to manage and maintain the Learning Area for
the public. We would like to further enhance the Learning Area by installing descriptive signs of native
grasses and tree species, building bird houses, and distributing informative brochures to build public
pub
awareness of this beautiful area just west of Sioux Falls. We are inviting you to contribute towards this
project. Please be assured that 100% of the donations will be applied towards improving the Gevik
Learning Area.
•
•
•

Your donation of $40.00 would provide for one birdhouse
A contribution of $30.00 would pay for one sign
Just $25.00 would pay for the printing of 1000 brochures

Contributions can be made in two ways:
1. Scan the QR code below with your smart phone (you’ll need to have a QR reader app installed).
ins
You will be directly linked with the donation page on our website.
2. Visit the following URL: http://minnehahacd.org/donations/
All contributions are very much appreciated
appreciated. You will be immediately emailed a receipt for your
donation. Thank you very much for your contribution and time.

Photo credit: Mick Zerr,, Sioux Falls, SD

NEWS FROM THE NRCS
•
•
•

Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) – Sign up now for 2014 funds. EQIP is a
continuous sign-up.
up. The deadline for the EQIP
EQIP-National
National Water Quality Incentive (NWQI) is
February 21, 2014.
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) – no new information yet so this is still in a holding
pattern.
Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) – everything is at a standstill for this program until the 2014
Farm Bill is passed.
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WILDLIFE HABITAT PROGRAM

Thanks to a conservation grant from the USDA Division of Resource Conservati
Conservation
on and Forestry, the
Minnehaha Conservation District has funding to implement a Wildlife Habitat Program as we seek to
enroll sensitive land, not eligible for other farm programs, into wildlife habitat for ring-necked
ring
pheasants and other birds native to so
southeastern South Dakota.
Project details:
• 60/40 cost-share
share program (project sponsors pay 60%; landowners pay 40%)
• Target land in Minnehaha County that does not qualify for SAFE or other farm programs
• One- to nineteen-acre
acre blocks of sensitive land (i.e. ri
riparian,
parian, sloped, highly erodible) with
emphasis on blocks greater than 5 acres
• Native warm- and cool-season
season grasses will be seeded onto enrolled acres
• Land must be able to be maintained according to NRCS standards
• Landowner will be responsible for maintenan
maintenance
• Landowner will enter into a 10
10-year contract
• Landowner will not receive annual payments or incentives
• Public access must be allowed, as controlled by the landowner
• Minnehaha Conservation District will
o determine qualified land
o determine easements
o develop a conservation plan
o conduct spot checks
• The contract will be modeled after that of the Game, Fish, and Parks Woody Habitat Program
• If a landowner is found to be in violation, s/he must correct the practice or repay the cost-share
cost
• Cooperator signs will be installed along project acres to increase public awareness
Our goal is to enroll 75 acres. This will be done on a first come, first served basis. Please contact John
at 605-370-3480 or info@minnehahacd.
info@minnehahacd.org for more information or to apply for the program.

Photo credit:
Mick Zerr,
Zerr
Sioux Falls, SD

SERVICES OFFERED BY THE MINNEHAHA CONSERVATION DISTRICT
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wetland determinations
Staking setbacks for wetlands
Tile system design
Controlled drainage system (cost
(cost-share may be available)
Bio-reactor
reactor design and information (for filtration nitrates)
Native grass seeding between trees rows, waterways, pastures, and yards
Mowing for CRP maintenance, pastures, or commercial lots
Tree plantings for shelterbelts, windbreaks, and wildlife planting
plantings
Tilling for tree planting or grass seeding preparation
Inter-seeding
seeding of waterways, pastures, and yards
No-till
till drill seeding of soybeans, alfalfa, oats, and wheat
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MISSION
•

To promote the sustainable uses of natural resources through responsible stewardship.

V AL U E S
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Service
Respect
Cooperation
Responsibility
Effectiveness
Accountability
Transparency

GOALS
1. Effectively engage in conservation policy development in order to remove barriers to the
long-term
term implementation of sustainable conservation practices on land within the District.
2. Empower landowners and producers within the District to sustainably manage the natural
resources on their land and effectively e
engage
ngage them to implement conservation best
management practices (including rural, suburban, and urban environments).
3. Significantly increase the implementation of best management practices and conservation
projects within the District (including rural, subur
suburban,
ban, and urban environments).
4. Significantly improve the sustainability of working lands within the boundaries of the
Minnehaha Conservation District.
5. Significantly build the organizational capacity of the Minnehaha Conservation District in
order to effectively
vely accomplish its mission and goals.
6. Establish secure and sustainable funding through strategic partnerships and sponsorships
to accomplish the mission of the Minnehaha Conservation District.
7. Continually improve the effectiveness of Minnehaha Conservation
n District operations to
provide greater benefits with lower costs.

NEW PRODUCT
We now have grasses available for urban yards and landscaping, as well as our usual native grasses
and seed for agricultural projects. Please call John at 605
605-370-3480 for more information.

THANK YOU to our crew
for a job well done, and to
all our customers for a
good year! Be sure to stay
on top of what’ss going on
by following our website at
http://minnehahacd.org.

John Parker,
District Manager

